
1 | P a g e  M a y  2 8 ,  2 0 2 0  W o r k s h o p  S u m m a r y  
 

 
 OVERVIEW 

On May 28, 2020 between 6 pm and 8 pm, the El Centro City Council and Planning 
Commission held a joint workshop/study session to review and provide guidance on the Mobility 
Element of the on-going General Plan Update.  

The presentation was delivered by Monique Chen of Chen Ryan Associates and both Angel 
Hernandez and Abraham Campos assisted with addressing questions and comments from the 
members of City Council and Planning Commission. The presentation covered the following five 
agenda items: 

1. Brief Overview 

2. Mobility Planning Process 

3. Online Survey Summary 

4. Mobility Element: 

5. Guiding Principles & Approach 

6. Potential Roadway Network 

7. Next Steps 
 

MOBILITY ELEMENT 

Discussions on Survey Summary 
Councilmembers and commissioners expressed concerns relating to survey sample size and 
locations, age group distribution, technical term used such as “easement”, etc. One particular 
survey question on riding transit generated additional concern since surveys indicated an 
inconsistent result from the transit commute mode share reported by American Community 
Survey and Councilmember Viegas-Walker expressed that the survey question was not specific 
enough in terms of when one has used public transportation vs. if one has ever used public 
transportation. One overwhelming question/concern was related to the usage of these survey 
results.  It was explained by Monique that the results of the surveys are only one of the many 
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considerations going into mobility network planning and this exercise is one of the tools to 
gauge public perception and get public input. The consultant team has also conducted a 
comprehensive existing mobility analysis to gain knowledge and analytical indicators of the 
City’s current mobility system and needs.   

Statewide Policies 
Since the adoption of the City’s current General Plan in 2004, major policy changes such as SB 
375, AB 1358, and SB 743 have been put in place to direct and influence mobility planning. 
These statewide policy changes were presented and explained.   

Mobility Element Guiding Principles and Approach  
The guiding principles and mobility approaches to each travel mode were generally supported 
by the group. Traffic calming and signal coordination were particularly supported for vehicular 
travel – however, it was advised that the balance of signal coordination and speeding should be 
considered. The group also liked the approaches that were presented on pedestrian facilities 
including continuous sidewalk, shortened pedestrian crossing, pedestrian focused traffic control, 
etc.   
 
Commissioner Bertussi asked that consideration of pedestrian bridges (instead of at-grade 
crossings) should be given in the Adams Avenue area in order to improve access to the 
Pavilion, the skatepark, and into Downtown.   

Potential Roadway Network 
Potential roadway classification designations were presented in hierarchical order starting with 
4-lane arterials and ending with 2-lane collectors. Additionally, options in typical cross-sections 
were presented for each of the proposed roadway classifications. It was pointed out that these 
proposals are in a draft stage and will be revisited and verified once model forecasts 
encompassing future land uses become available. 
 
One concern brought up by Commissioner Viegas-Walker regarding the proposed roadway 
classifications was right-of-way acquisition in the built areas of the City. Abraham Campos 
explained that to the extent possible, the project team is working on options within existing curb-
to-curb width of the roadways.  He provided an example of the proposal on La Brucherie Road. 
Monique indicated that feasibility is one of the focuses for this planning effort. 
 
Commissioners requested that the changes between the current Circulation Element roadway 
classifications and the proposed Mobility Element roadway classifications to be documented. 
Monique indicated that documenting the changes is upcoming.   
 
Goods movement was also a discussion item in terms of proper turning. The group 
recommended to Abraham that the City may want to consider conducting a survey of truck 
drivers and industrial uses in order to determine what routes trucks use in El Centro.  
 
Councilmember Jackson indicated that this planning effort needs to take into consideration the 
plans from County of Imperial, especially for McCabe Road. He thinks that this facility should be 
planned for six lanes. Both Abraham and Monique agreed with his approach and explained that 
the width and number of travel lanes will be carefully evaluated upon completion of the travel 
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forecast model runs. In fact, all roadways within El Centro and its sphere of influence will be 
examined and verified at that time. 

General Comments 
Councilmember Viegas-Walker expressed her opinion on the fact that transit is not going to be a 
major travel mode in El Centro in the foreseeable future since it is simply not competitive with 
driving.  Mayor Silva agreed and mentioned that there is not enough congestion to shift people 
to transit which takes much longer than driving even during commute periods.   
 
Councilmember Viegas-Walker indicated that because over 50% of the trips were made under 
10 miles, the City should focus on pedestrian and bicycle improvements. Councilmember Oliva 
agreed and shared his extensive involvement with safe routes to school over the years. He 
mentioned that parents would like to allow their children to walk or bike to school but their 
concern for safety is very serious. It was suggested by both councilmembers that the SRTS 
recommended improvements to be incorporated into this planning effort since one of the biggest 
opportunity to get people out of their cars is for parents to let their children walk or bike to 
school.  
 
Of course, being in El Centro, the hot weather was also brought up as an issue - 
Councilmember Oliva suggested to look into a way to design bicycle facilities that could be 
utilized year-round. Councilmember Viegas-Walker suggested to look into what the City of Palm 
Springs or Phoenix have done in terms of bicycle facilities because they have the same weather 
concerns.  Monique mentioned that trip end facilities such as shower are very desirable based 
on experiences from other hot weather areas. 
 
Councilmember Jackson expressed his concern with the disconnected bicycle network around 
the City and did not think that bicycle travel can be a viable option in El Centro. Abraham 
explained the need for a planned bicycle network that is comprehensive as it will provide the 
City a roadmap in implementing bicycle infrastructure that is well-connected. This planning effort 
as well as the recently adopted Active Transportation Plan will do just that. 
 
Other traffic issues that were identified included vehicles turning left from Broadway onto 4th 
Avenue and trucks turning left from Dogwood Road onto Ross Avenue or Main Street.  


